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1, The Soviet Armed Ferces Field Manual 1948 (Polevoy Ustav
Vooruzhennyii Sil 1948 gnda. abbreviated PU-48) is published in two

] volumes 3
volume II appli
units in 1949 in & very 1imited mumter of copies: Te

vaiialions received ome, divisions and higher units, two

geparate
P48 is olassified "Secreil; ¥ept in safes in the secrel

coplea.

weluwe I deals with tactios of battalions and regiments;
eg te divisions and corps. It wag distributed to
gimants and

dosument sectiorms of the respective units, &nd may be issuved teo
officers only upon signed receipt. It cammot be taken out of the

office.

2¢ PU-48 is written in a very ~oncise style, and yet, each volume
consists of 300-400 pages. Officers &re required to be therougnly
1 a

familiar with t

purpose in 1950

Thig instructisn, however; 1b Y strict sedurity ’

measures applying t¢ the han iing of the mamual.
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General Remarks

4, 1In order to uhderstand correctly the real zeexing. sai. importance of
the Sovlet Armed Forces Fisld Manusl - 1948, 1t shquld be borne in
. miad that World War II has caused 2 drastic revision of the basic
tactioal doctrines of the Soviet Army. The most important changes
appear to be as follows:

(a) Defensive Battle: Prior to Wworid War II Soviet tactical
asetrine did not recognize defensive battle &8 an independent

tactical operation., The old manuals elther completely dis-
regarded this operation, or passed over it as a very exceptional
situation, limited from the tzetical point of view by the
elements employed: manpower, time, and terrain. The army was
traired and indoctrinated for offensive tactics which were over-
emphasized. Offensive tactics are an old tradition 1n the i
Ruasian Army, at least with respect vo instruction, although
the study of war history may prove to the contrary. The
traditione]l offensive tactics harmonized well with the
.aggressiveness of the Soviet Regime and the Communist ideclogy,
not only because they corresponded to the character of the -
J1deology, but because the very concept of defense was con-
sidered a recognition of weakness. Tt was considered dangerous
to give the armed masses of the populatidén an officlal basis
for the belief that the Soviet state might be weak enough to
liave to tight a defensive battle. consequently, the offensive
doctrine dominated in the combat training of units as well as
in the military education of individuals.

(1) The Soviet point of view on prisoners of war clearly

. 11justrates this difference between the Soviet conception
of warfare and that of other nations. According to Soviet
Army regulustions, the term "gsurrender” does nct exist.
No 3ndividual, therefore, has the right tc stop fighting,
and no commander is authorizad to 1ssue such an order to
that effect, no matter how hopeless the combat situation 1s,
and how 3jenselexs 1t is to continue the fighting. Even
when his unit is surrounded and completely cut off, each
1ndividual must fight untll his n1ast breath". A Soviet
Army men can only be taken prisoner 1F a severe wound makes
him unconscious sund thus not responsible, This regulation
has two results:

a. After Worid War II several hundred thousand Soviet
prisoners of war were sent to forced labor camps and
resettled in Siberia because they could not prove that
they had been gzverely wounded or uaconscious at the
time of thelr capture.

b. For the same reason, the USSR has never vrecognized the
international Gexeva Convention in regard to prisoners
of war. '

(2) although the character cf the Soviet Regime has not chamged siwce

¥erid Wer 7. , the disastrous experiences of the first perlod
of the war induced Soviet army leaders to accept the
possibility of defensive battle, provide for lts definition,
give it a recognized nlace in the flela marua:, and regulato
its application. Thus, for the first time in the history of
the Soviet Army, the defenaive battle has acquired ivs full
and legal place. (Other innovations concerning the
defensive battle will be mentioned in the section dealing
with defensive tactical operations,, !
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“(b)

(c)

(a)

(e)

(£)

(8)

New Combat Formations. Based on the experlences of World War I,
the Civil War, and on the eventual development of armaments, the
Soviet Army field manuals (prior to Werld War II) were bulli around the
concept of mass use of infantry echeloned in depth, supported by
artillery and tanks. The combat formatlon of an infaniry division
in attack or defense consisted of two or three echelons of
regiments placed one behind the other. In the first months of

VW II it was proved that the massed and depth formations of the
Soviet Army were quite inadequate for modern warfare. As the
artililery support was insufficient and the air force unable to
neutralize enemy artillery and prevent aerlal attacks, the units
of the second and third echelons very often suffered more
cacualties than the first echelon and were disorganized even
before they could be put intn sction. Thils experience induced
the Soviet Supreme Command to reconsider the adequeacy of
echeloned formations and to adapt them to vhe requirements of a
moderr warfare as impos=d by the enemy., Late in 1942 the

Suprems Command of the Scviet Armed Forces isaued Directive
#00306 which aboliczhed *he archalc echeloned combat formations
and preacribed completely rew formatlions which,until that time,
were quite unknown in the Soviet Army. These new formations
tested during the later part of Wsrld War 11 proved thelr effectlveness,
and became part of Soviet tatitle factics. They are fully
recegnized by now and have been taken as a2 %asis for the "Soviet
Armed Forces Fileld Manuazl 1948". As specified by this manual

the new combat formations are: the wedge (uglem vpered); the
invertca wedue {vplom razad); staggered te the right (ustupom
uypravo); staggered to the left (ustunom vlevo); and the line
formatior {v liniyu). /See fmalcanve (A)

Artill:ry. Yore then ever before She PU-UB msnual emphasizes

the importance of artiliery, which is given the mcst distinguished
place in the arme. brarches. In the Russian, and eventually in
the Soviet Army, artiliery was alweys 4 favorlite arm, but never

to such ar. extent as row. PU-U8 places artillery evern above the
chegisnei mechanized troops, and officially calls it "Queen of
Battle".

Tanks anc Mechanized Forres., PU-48 relegates tank uniis to a
lesser importunce than before and at the neginning of Werld War II.
But if tank units are aasigned a more modest positicn among the
other armed forces, their importance 1is still stressed, and they
are considered capable of independently carrying out all tactical
assignments.

AA Artillexy. PU-U48 mtresses the importance cf AAA; undoubtedly as
a consequence of the rapid development of the air force., Thie
applies to PVO and tactical AAA units as well, In combat, the
latter ave now placed much closeér to the front lines than before
{the emall cJuilber AAA uniis, one km, and the medium caliber
units, two km belind the firat infantry lines),

Air Force. PU-48 clamssifies the air force as a supporting arm.

The strategic¢ task of long range bombing is recognized, but no
emphasis, vwhatsoever, is placed upon it. Following the pattern of Wworld
War II, the main task 2f the air force is tactizal support of

ground forces in combat. . :

Airdorne Toroops. The airborne. trcops appear for the first time
i the Soviet fleld manual. The importance aud tasks of these
troope are sufficiently emphasized to secure them an adequate
place among other arms.
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(B) The Emcircling Battle. Thic operatlon was mot memtioned in

Soviet field manuals before PU-48. The experdence gaineéd during Werld

Wer 1T when several successful encircling battlies weire fought -
3talingrad was the first - resulted in an entire chepter of the
new manual. The encirclement of, enemy forces is considered the
.nécessary final phase of any w3l offerisive which cannot e
Pully exploited without such an operation.

(1) combat in Popuistad Arsas This too is a new feature of PU-48,
Regulations for this type of operation are based on numerous
experlences in ¥ - - War o Loorerian Tigeasizes ks lmpovtavee  of
this tactical operation, gives rules for it and points to the
necessity of training personnel for close comba¥b fighting.

Qombat.Formations e

5. ‘fhe various formatlors used in combat are not fixed and must be
applled according to the particular situation encountered. The main
ones are the following: [8ee aul oo i :

(a) Medge Formation (ggggm Vpered)

-~ o~

For this formation one regiment 1is placed forward, and two 1in
the rear, to the left and right, thus forming a triangie
pointed at the enemy positions. It 1s used normally in an attack
on a strongly fortified position. fThe attack starts with the
frontal engagemeni of the leading regiment, with tha purpose of
attracting enemy attention %o the center and thus foreing him
%o divert his troops from the flanks in order to reinfarce the
endangered center. As soon as the enemy flanks are exposed,
the second 1ine regiments attack both enemy flanks, In the
final stage such an attack leads to the encirclement of enemy
forcus and their cemplete annihilation.

(b) Imverted Wedge Formation (Uglom Nazad)

Thia 18 a reversed wedze formation, with two regiments in froat
and one in the rear, making thus a triangle with 1ts base
toward the enemy. This formation is used normally in an attadk
OR al enemy positlor when Lts center is strongly fortified.

The two first iine regiments stert an attack on both enemy
flanks, forcing him to divert his forces from the center in
order to reinforcs the endangeréd flanks. When he does this,
the centrally located mecond 1line regiment attacks the enemy
center. Such an attack leads to the bresakthrough of the enemy
Position; his forces are cut late %0 meparate groups with no
céntraiized command. In the leot phase the attecking Zorces
appear 1n the enemy's =esnr and encirele the two ssparated

enemy groups,

(o) -Staggered to the Right Formation (Jstupom Vpravo)
(a) .atgggered Yo the Left Formation (Ustupom Vievo)

For these formations all three regiments are depioyed in such

& way that every Succeed. g regiment is bekind and %u the- right,
or to the left, of the preceeding one. These formations are used
in the attack on enemy flanks (no furcher information available).

(e)' Line Fermation (v 1iniyu)

In this formelion all three regiments are limed up parallel io
the ememy fromt. There is no necond echelon in this formatiom.
It is Irequently used for an attack onm &n unfortified enemy
pesition, against an inferior enemy, &gainst an enemy vho is
wiprapered for defanss, or @moving into poesition at the time of
the atteck, agairst demoraisized enemy, an iewy im retrest, and.
alweys in the pursuit of the defeated enewy
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6. It should be borne in mind, ‘the manual states, that the above !

mentioned combat formations are in no cssz#® standard patterns to be i

used blindly regardless of the actual tactiecal situation, In the 3

development of modern combat there may appear many unfaoreseen phases i

for which nc rules can be given in advance. Therefore sound
Judgepient, the correct understanding of the tactical situation, and
the ipitiative of commanders are most important elements of victory.
Since troops in combat are commanded and deployed »y officers, the
outcome depends greatly on the abllity of officers, Combat formations
are consldered basic concepts and must be used whenever appropriate. ;
Since the-enemy and hils intentions represent an important tactical i
element, however, no declsion on the combat formation can be made
unless there 1s sufficient information on the enemy forces, thelr
defense positions, strength, order of battla, and presumed intentions.
Thls important information can be obtained ¢1ly when all commanders
concerned correctly understand the importance of the reconnalissance
and intelligence services and use them properly. Well organized
reconnalssance services are the "ears and eyes" of a commander. on
the other hand, since the best decision taken by a commander 1s of

no value unless transmitted in due time to all his subordinates

down to the iast soldler who is to carry 1t out, it 18 thz respon-
81b1lity of commanders %o orguanize an adequate signal and liaison
service and to maintain it 24 hours a day, regardless of combat
conditions. It must always be remembered that "liaison i3 the nerve
system of the army".

7. PU-46 also states that 1t 1s the duty of commanders %o initiate,
encourage and develop constructive initiative of noncommissioned
officers and soldlers, Left to himself in Aifficult comvat condi-
tions, each individual noncommissioned offiger and soldier must be
able to evaluate correcily the situation and decide what 18 the best {
actlon for his unit as & whole, It is the sacred duty of every
soldier and ncencomnissioned officer Lo strive forward, disregsrding

N all dangers and difficulties, and to use his firearm, hand grenade
’ and bayonet to attack the enemy in order to open the way for the
advance of his unit.

Arms and Servines

8. The USSR Armed Foroes are composed of the followitig arms und aervioes:
infeutry, artillery, air force, tank and mechanized units, sombat
engineers, « i/ troops, navy, and rear servicas,

Infantry

9. The infaniry is the principal arm of the ground forces which is
qualified to perforn independently any tactical essignment. It is
the only awn able to oonduct close combat, and to take and hold &n
enemy position. Since it possesses a high degree of flexibility and
maneuverability, the infantry is easily able to regroup in combat, to
‘use various formatlons and to conduet all tacttcal assignients:
attack, defense, combat in the enery rear zone, oombat to break an
engcirclement, combat in a forest zorne, combat in the mountains, and
combat ia populated areas, Provided with poverful modern weapgns
and eyuipment, the infantry can engage and succesafully condust a
fight against any and all enemy arme.. all the other arms rre :
supporting arms and therefore -attached to the infantry. Under normal
conditions the senior infantry comnarder 1s in charge of the tactiocal -
task to be performed and all other units Luch as artillery, tanks,
air force, which may be nesded to accomplish the task, are attached
to the infantry unit and subordinate 60 1ts commwnder.
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Artillery.

10, The artillery represents the striking power of the ground forces. )
Possesslng an enormous fire power and the capacity to destroy, the {
artillery can independently perform various tacticel sssignments. ‘
It can destroy enemy fortifications, concrete, wooden and earth ,$
Plll-boxes; 1t is able to oppose and destroy enemy tanks, to open ,?
passages in the enemy barbed wire system or in a mine field, &
Endowed with flexibility and maneuverabllity, the artillery can give
fire support to the advancing units in all phases of an attack.

It is the responsibility of artlllery to neutralize by its fire the
énemy gun emplacements, to destroy the enemy manpower, as well as to
keep down the enemy emplacements which may reopen fire during the
later stages of the advancing attack. It takes upon itself the
fight against the enemy tanks and repulses the counter-attacks
launched by the enemy .

11. With its long range flre, the artillery can take under fire the
énemy rear zon2 and destroy ammunition dumps, warehouses, bridges,
railroad facilities, command posts and other targets located deep
behind the enemy positions. In combat, as a rule, the artillery
units within a division are organized into "divisional artillery
groupa” (divizionnyye artilleriyskily gruppy - DAG); in regiments
they form "regimental artillery roups”(PAG), and in battalions,
"battalion artillery groups"(BAG). In larger strategic units, the
artillery is organized into corps and army artillery groups. Each
group is assigned a commander, who igm normally the senior artillery
officer within such a group, and who iz referred to as group
commander. Depending on the tasks assigned, the regimental end -
battalion artillery groups are called elther "irfantry support

roups"” (podderzhkl pekhoty - PP) or "infantry close support groups® f
Heposredstvennoy poddeizhii pekhoty - NPP). The latter are
normally srganized in the zone of the main effort.

\ 12. On the basis of fire power, and for the particular missicn which is
to be accomplished, the ground force artillery 1s diviled into s
serles of ground target artillery groups and AA artillery. Groups
&re ae follecws: cChe battalion, regimental, divisional, corps, army,
and heavy artillery groups (srtillerya bol'shoy moshchaosti - BN),
ac well as the srtillery groups ab the disposal of the Supreme
Command (Rezerva Glavnogo Komandovaniya). Provided with multipliocisy
of calibers, variety of guns and amnunition whiock sharasterise
modern artillery, artillery units oan participate in comsbat under
any terrain conditicns. Therks to ita valuable o. ‘»aoteristior and
because it ha3 a splendid record of achievements .~ ombat, artillery
enjoys the highest respcct emong the other arms &8 . .4ll as their
undivided sympathy. It is with full Justification that in the Soviet
Army, artillery is considered and referred to as the "Queen of Battle”,

lmt;-gggomtt Artiliery

13. A7A is & specizl iype of ertillery whioh provides cover against
soemy alr attacks, According to the assigned tuaks the anti-
airoraft artillery is divided into: Arny . Antlairorett  Areillary
and Territorial Alr Defense ' ..-‘ainyratw Artillery [Zenitnays
Artilleriya Territorii PVO Strany). Tn combat the ecrps and
divieion AAA is organized into AA Sub=grovps: oorps AA sub-groups,
and divisional AA suv-groups (korpusnays i divisionnaya seni (]
artillieriyskays Fodgruppe = KZAP &nd DZAP). These groups are .
oomposed of orgunss AAA units of the raspeotive oorps and divisious,
and nave the tactical task of providing the .. axtlairarefs defense
for all corpe and Aivisional unite in sny taoctisal situations.
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The AAA units belenging te an army are organized into army AAA sub- .
groups (Armeyskiye Zenltnyye Artilleriyskiye Podgruppy - AZAP) and )
have the task of anfti-aircraft protection of the army headquarters, )
storage areas, bridges, railroad faclllties, etc located in the

rear zone. Each AAA group 4is assigned a commander who is normally 1
the senior officer wlthin this group. The plan of AAA defense within
a division is prepared by the commander of divisional artillery; in
corps and armles these plans are prepared by the respeotive deputy
commanders artillerv for AA defenee. In combat the AAA umlts
‘protecscang o+ 1 enemy alr attack take po#l tions dsi friiows:

(a) Small caliber AAA (Malokalibernaya Zenitnaya Artilleriya - MZA) -
one thousand m behind the first infantry line.

(r) Medium caliber AAA (Srednekalibernaya Zenitnaya Artilleriya - SZA) -
two thousand m behind the first enemy line.

At a river crossing the small caliber AAA units take positionc right
on the river's bank and constitute the forward zone of troop air
defense. These AAA units cross the river together with 4roops
assigned to the bridgehead and give them constant protection agalnst
enemy alr attacks, At the same time the medium caliber AAA units
organlze the second zone of tactical alr defense, taking positions two
to threse km behind the river in order to pretect the concentration of
troops assigned for the river crossing. These artillery units are
responeible for the alr defense of crossing points and bridges until
the entire operation of river crossing is completed.

Air Force

14, tThe Air Force it the arm which gives aerial support to the ground

| forces in combut. Its characteristics are high speed, excellent

maneuverabllity, and a large radius of action. The Air Force is able
to conduct aerizl bombardmente of enemy troop concentrations, ’
fortifications, and various communication targets in the enemy rear
zone. Tue Alr Force is aiso able to fight the enemy air force inm the
air. According to its tactical tasks the entire Air Force is broken
down into the following basie groups: strategic aviation (dal'nege
deystviya), tactical aviation (blizhnego deystviya), combat support
aviation, and diving aviation. The Air Force is able to perform 1its
atrateglc and tactical tasks either independently, or in cooperaticon
with the ground foraes. In the latter case it is usually attached
to the ground force urit with which 1t cooperates and subordinate %o
the respective ground force wnit commander. The strength of the Air
Force lies in its mass attack and destructive power. The largest
Alr Porce tactical unit 4s an air army (Vozdushnaya Armiya).

Zanke

15, Tank units represent the shock and fire power of %the ground forces.
They hava a high degree of maneuverabllity on the battlefield
combined with large fire power and considerable radius of action.
Tanks can carry out 8 variety of offensive and defensive tactical

~assignments in cogperation with other arms and, under favorable
aonditicus, even independernt .y. Destruction of snemy manpower and ,
fortifications are the main tesks of tank units. Due to their i
abllity to oross trancheh, 3limb 2tesr grades, and ford rivers,- tauks
osn be used on any terrain and under any cilmatioc conditionm. ’
Thelir main tasks are as follows: . ’
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(a) The most valuable use of tank units 18, in the exploitation of
the breakthrough, to carry the combat into the depth of the
enemy's defense positions. Their task in such cases is to get
into the enemy rear zone as soon as possible in order to neutralize
remeining centers of resistance, desctroy sommunications and )
supply facilitles . at the same time avolding any serious engage-
ment with enemy forces which may delay the advance of the tanks.’
Tank units cannot be assigned the task of taking over and holdigg
enemy positions amnd areas.

(b) Tank units can be used successfully only in a mass attack.
Distributing tank forces and attaching them to the attacking
columns is %o be considered an exceptional case and should be
resorted to only to repel a counteratiack. Used indzspendently,
without infantry support, tanks cannot achieve a breakthrough
of enemy positions. Therefore large tank units must normally be
used 1in the direction of the main effort, and not before the
enemy resistance system has been shaken. Their task is not the
breakthrough, but its exploitaticn. A tenk division is the
largest tactical tank unit.

Mechenized Trocos

16. Mechanized troops are composed of motorized infantry and all other
fully mechanized arms attached in sufficient strength o the motorized
Anfantry (the backbone of any mechanized unit). Possessing a high
degree of maneuverabilit;, the mechanized units are able %o indepen-
dently perform all tactical assignments., HMechanized units can cover

100-120 lon in a day, which gives them a great advantage over the
infantry.

17. In combat, mechanized units are held in the second echelon, and are
not put in action before the Infantry takes over the first lines of
enemy positions. In general, their task is the exploitation of a
successful attack. When they reach the line of enemy regimental
reserves, mechanlzed units have completed the first pazse of tactical
exploitation. The following phase is penetration through the second
zone of defense and destruction of enemy divisional reserve groups.
The largest mechanized unit 1s a mechanized army. )

Combat Engineers

18. The task of the engineer units is tc assist the ground forces by
clearing the way for their advance in an attack on enemy positionms,
for a breakturough, for combat in the fortified zone, tud the
protection of ground forces in defensive operations.

19. Conditions of modern warfare, characterized as they are by mass use
of technical equipment, provide ample opportunity for the usa of
engineer units in combat. These units have therefore an important
position among other arms and are asaigned the following tasks:

(a) Opening of passages through a fortified defense zone for .
. infantry, tanks and artillery in an attack. .This requires
8011d vraining and technical skill.

(b} Prsparatioiis for river-crossings and other operations’
. . requiring construction of technical facilities to overcome
obstacles,

(c} oOrganization of defense positions, with the application of ali
... ‘%technical means to render them impregnable.
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‘Airborne Troops

20. Airborne troops represent a new arm which is assigned the task of
¢ombat in the enemy rear. The airborne units are transported to the
zone Of dotion by planes or gliders. Once landed or parachuted, they -
Immediately expand the area of control, perform the assigned tasks,
and.organize defense positions in order to hold the captured area .
until reinforcements arrive. The warfare of alrborne troops is
characterized by many unusual and changeable tactlical situatlons
which cannot be foreseen. Thelr units are usually f{ighting in
encirclement, very often in forests and populated localities; they
have to force river crossings and to overceme various other obstacles.

Qll this requires a solid traeining, initiativesend skiil fn mu}hm

imited technical equipment and weapons that can be taken on a

_ SR

50X1-HUM

21. Naval units indenendently perform varilous operations on the high ses
a8 well as ashore (landing operations, naval infantry, ete). Their
main task ie defense of Soviet sean. 1In addition, naval units perform
{le following tabks:

(a) In cooperation with the ground forces, the navy participates in
laraing operations of trcops. As naval units have a high degree
of maneuverability and speed they take upon themselves the task
of attacking and destroyirg enemy naval units on the high ses,
and vessels and naval installations in enemy ports and harbors. iy

' (b) To protect Soviet territory, the navy has the task of inter-
ceptlag approaching cnemy vessels on the high sea and destroylug
them prior to their larding or shelling the shores,

Rear Services of the Scviet Army

22. The . %s¥rof the rear services is to provide for, and Lo ensure, an
uninterrupted {low of all necessary supplles from the rear gone %o the
fighting units. They provide clothing, food, medical supplies, and
finance. Unless provided with sufficient supplies the line units are
unable to perform the assigned toctlical tasks.

50X1-HUM

Duties and Responsibilities of Commanders and StaZf Personnel

23. All the commanders and staff personnel, PU-U48 states, must organize
and coordinate thelr activities 1in such a way that tliey can function
as a team for the achievement of the commun goal, ie, vicsory. 1In
this respect, constant close cooperaftion and maiutenance of communi-
catlons among the individuals concerned is the best guaraatee of
success. It 1s the task of the commanding officer tc train his otaff
personnel and to familiarize them with their tasks in wartime. Any
declision taken by tne commanding officers must be communicated in
proper time to the chief of staff, who must immediately iaform the
personnel of hls staff to prepare the nscessary orders and transmit
:hiT to the rcspective units. In detail the functions are as

ollcus:
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(a) commanding officer. The commanding officer of & unlt has
uhdivided authority over his en%ilre personnel. Thils authority
18 vested in him by military jurisdietion; consequently, every
direct order of the CO 1s at the amé time an order cof the.
*Fatherland”. The CO is also responsible for the combal-
readiness of his unit, and through his staff personnel directs
his unit in combat, assigning tasks and targets, dirseting
movenents and Atslocation of the entire uait or parts thereof.,
It 1s the -z°:-:. duty of the CO in any situation to serve .as an
example to his subordinates, showing endurance, combat discipline
~and self-sacrifice in the performance of the assigned taeks. The
€0 is directly responsible for the individual and collective
actions of his subordinstes, for maintenance of weapons and
equipment, and for training of the personnel under him. In
combat, keeping always in mind the task assigned to his unit and
the actual tactical situation, the ¢0 has “he right, and duty,
to make decisions and %o carry them through. The CO 1s
responsible for his actions solely to his 1mmedlate superior.

(v) Chief of staff. The chief of staff (executive officer 1n

regiments and battalions) is the firet deputy of the CO, and as

such, he takes upor himselif +he responsibility for combat in the

C0!'s absence. Through his s%aff personnel, the chief of staff

enforces the decisions of the CO, putiing them into the form of

written orders, and then ‘ransmitiing them to the units And

individuais concerned. It 1s a direct responsibility of the

chief »f staff to see to it that all directives and orders of the

CO are strictly exscuted, and within the proper time. The chief

of staff must be thoroughly familiar with the battle situation

at a1l times and be able tc brief his CO, as well as make

suggestions for further dispositions and decisions required by

the changing battle situatilon. mhe chief of staff 1s the only |
i pergon in the unlt who nas the authority to issue ordert and

directives in the name of the CO. Such orders are signed,

"By Order of the fommending 0fficer, Chief of Staft™ %ﬁis name

and rank).

(e) Chief of opera%tions (Nachal'nik Operativnogo Otdela). The

chief of operations is the immediate assistant to the chief of

i gtaff and his first deputy. In compllance with instructions
received from the chief of staff, the chief of operations
prepares all battle orders, putting the verbal dec¢isions and
directives of the CO into proper written form. It 1s his
responsibility to see that the orders given by the CO are
strictly complied with and properly carried ous. The chief of
operations reports directly to the chlef of staff and makes
suggestions pertaining to the field of operations. In peace-
time the chief of operaticns is responsible for the combat
training and-pembat resdiness of the unit, and in this respect
exercises supervisicn over all subordinate units.

(&) Reconnaissance officer (Nachal'nik Ragzvedyvatel ‘nogo Otdela).
The RO is the assistant of the chief of staff for recomnaissance.
His responsibility 1a to mainteln constant communication with
subordinate units and to be famlliar at any time with the combat
situation. The RO iumediately reports all changes affecting the
combat situation to the CO and makes suggzstions to counteract
enemy moves, He also maintains the cperation reconnalssante BAp
compiled from information received through reconnalssamce sexvice
which he organizes. He carefully studics enemy moves, tryimg to
anticipate and to offset enemy plans. He prepares snd transmits
to subordinate units daily reconnalssance bulletins which contelin
all new information on the enemy, as reported by the reconnaissance
zervice. As & rula, in comtat the RG- is close to the CO and
belongs to the forward echelon of the unit's headquarters.
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communiication Officer. The commnication officer 1s the
assistant of the chief of staff for corpunicgaticns. His
responsibility 1s to organize and to meintain wire, radio #nd
other means of communications with subordinate and neighborlng
units. He prepares a chart of the ofganization of the communlca-
t¢ion service wilthin his umit, assigns code-nemes for units and
ind4vidusl officers, determines the length of waves and
emergency waves, and the peripds of wave shifts., He 1is
résponsible for the organization of a wire-tapping service to
insure security in telephone conversations, and checks radilo
gservice. The communlcations officer is persomally responsible
for a permanent and uninterrputed communications network between
the commanding officer and his subordinate units. He aszishe the
chief of staff in the preparation of battle crders insol'ar as
they pertain to the organization of the commanication service,

Artillery commander, The artillery commarder 1s deputy
commanding officer for artillery. The artlllery commander's
gtaff serves as command organ for all artillery units. The
artillery staff is composed cf the chief of staff {executive
officer), two mperations oflizers, the reconnaissance officer,
and a communications officer; all these persons are assistants
to the chief of staff. On the basls of directives received from
the artillery commarder, ih artillery staff prepares battle
ordere for the artillery uults, determining their tasks, fire
plans, plan of diaplacement of artillery positions in combat
and plan of artiliery suppors fire in varicus phases of battle.
The artillery ataff ig an sxacutive orgarn, and at the same time
a controlling crgan of the commarding officer and the artiliery
commander, respectively, which supervises artillery unite with
respect to fulflilment of aspigned tasks. The place 6f the
artillery ccmmander is with the commanding cfficer in the
forward echelon cf the u=ita headquartiers. Usually one other
artillery cfficer from the arsiliery staff 1s attached to this
forward echelon.

Types of Battle

o, In PY-48 the wvarious iypes of batties are cstalogued a8 follows:

(a)

offensive battles. Offenslve vattle 1 the normal type of
combat. Success of an offensive vattie depends very much cn the
synchronized cooperation between all participating arms and
branches, on adequete leadership, thorough preparation of
necessary means and egulpmernt, aolid training of personnel, and
properly organized intelligence and reconnalssance services.

The mission given to uniss participating in an offensive battle

mupt be simple, clear ard definite. A successful offensive

battle must lead to the encirclement of ithke enemy, zomplete
annihilation, and the gaining of the enemy's reur zone for the
further exploitation of victory. A successful dffrasive battle
presupposes superioriiy of Soviet Spmces over the ennmy 1k ome,
or several, tactlcal clements: manpower, equipment, terrain,
time or morale. Offensive battle 1is used to break through the
enemy's defensive positlons protecting thelr retreating forces
against an inferlor enemy, and always when there 1s an
opportunity,to destroy the enemy completely. Having accepted
rather reluctantly the conception of defensive battle, the
PU-48 emphasizes that the offensive battle is the normal type
of combat., Ewmphasis is now placed on this point in all Soviet
Army instructions, and 18 also stressed in maneuvers and -durring
all high command inspections in Germany.
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(v} Defersive battle. A defensive batile 18 resorted to when time _
18 needed for regrouping Soviet forces, or to allow unhanpered : T
concentration if the enemy forces are congiderably stronger;
alao when there 18 a need to complete Soviet forces with
replacements, equipment, ammunition end other supplies; or in i
order to attract enemy ttentlon and strength to one asetor,

When an offensive 1s contemplated 1n another, Whatever the
ismeddste purpose of a defemsive ~ -:vsl.p wevl- At should be
borne in mind thet this type of comvat™Is alWays of & temporary
character and cannot bring shout decisive results. Every
defengive battle should lLecome an offernsive battle when the
1moment 4s favorable and thus lead to the destruction of the
eneny forces.

(¢) Encircling bettle. The baslc elm of the erncircling battle,
which is the normal conbinuaiion of a successful offensive
battle, 18 %0 keep ernemy forces tightly surrounded and to
prevent all attempts 2% help from the outside, or breaking out
from the inside. The encir:ling battle may bve used either to
surround the enemy forces in order to annihilate wia,, or to
nold the enemy in ercirclement and force them to capitulate by }
preventing the arrival elther of reinforcements and ground or
serial supplies. In the la%ter case, the forcef not required
for contalning the encir:led enemy are used to expicit the y
battle in the enemy rear zcne. A predominant role in the §
_encireling . battle is assigned %the artillerv which holds the
enemy under constant or periodical fire and bringas destruction
and disorganization into his ranks. |

(d) Combat in populated areas, Combat in populated areas may be part !
of an offensive or a defensive battle., It is characterized by
the close proximity of the costending forces, and individual .
close combat fighting. One of the most importent protlems, and L
t one *7,-- which 4he succesg of such combat depends to a great ‘
extent, i1s the organizatlon of command in the individual small
units which are often left unsupported and dependent upon the
initiative of thelr immediate commanders. Intemsive training,
experience, and initiative of lower commanders, including
platcon and section leaders, are prerequisites, and the best ;
guarantee for successful combat 1ln populated areds. Leadership
18 more important in this type of battle vecause the combat is
full of unexpected turns; these sudden enemy Coves require
immediate and energetic cvuntermeasures, and there is no time
to ask for instructions. Very often combat in a populated
center takes the form of a series of fights in encirclement;
in these circumstances, every buillding or blook of houses,
representsa fortrees, Under such conditions the combat bacomes
decentralized &nd dapends aimost entirely upon the experiense,
bravery. endurance, and initlative of the individusl. The
ypes of baitle descrived above do not represent anything .
)érmanent and unchangeable. The very definitions. provided by
this manual should not be intsrpreted in & st1r? and inflexible
way, PU-48 states; on the sontrary, the offensive battle may
temporsrily become a defensive one, or vice versa., Both
battles mey take the form of an encircling battle, or of a
battle in the encirclement, etc. Under such varieble ocopditions,
thererore,.every,commander must use his own judgment, expsrience
and initiative to evaluate properly all changes in ‘he existing
situation, and to talre the neceesary steps neaded to atdhleve
the final goal, regardless of the type of combat required.

Attack and Defense

25, The rifle Jdivision is the highest tactical unit; rifle corps 18 the
lowest strategic (operativnaya) unit,
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PU—48 glves the following instructions for the attack:

(a)

(5

(s)

(a)

(o)

Rifle imits are assigned attack zones (polosa nastuplaniya) as
follows:

(1) Rifle corps wp to 12 km.

(2) R?fle divisions up to six km.
(3) Rifle regiments up to three km,
(3) Rifle dattalions up to 1% km.

I e breakthrough a division is assigned a zona of two to four km.
Tha Livpt obJect:ve of the divisiom, in this ocase, is the zone of
ensxy artillefy groups; the sesccnd objestive, ths zome of snemy
reglmental reseryes.

In the diupoaﬂicn of troops for an attack, mechanigzed divisions
are pleced As'a‘ sasond echelon, with the task of taking the laad
Irén the ™M2le divisions as soon as the firat enemy lines are '
broken, Néohaniked divisions have to oarry the bsttls into the
depth of enemy yositions.

Every unit, regardless of itas size, must have & reserve in ordexr.
to oaumt=act. possible enamy moves and for the reinforoement '
during the attack, Normally reservas do not excesd one thimd ot
the unit’s strength snd are of the following un:

(1) Rifle 4iviaton reserve -- cne rogiment
(2) Rifle regiment raserve -- ane battalion
(3) RiZie dattalicr reserve -- one coWPARY
(8) Rifle CORPARY reserve -~ one platoon.

Tho battle dlisposiiicn of a rifle division in attack iz dotoﬂuu
by the divisional commanding offioer; hir decision 1z based om

the task asaigned to the divigion and on his evaluation of all
Sactionl elemsnts influencing the battle situation, IPLOYRERS
of a reinforoed rifle division 4in attack on a rortiﬂ.ad posision
i pnuntod in Brolesure ;3 on an overlay Eap of Cemtrel

lu‘op lglh 3@ 2000, Shest R5, Pirst Edition ~ ARS 1, 38G3 Xo 416

n-#& um.uq the foilowing instruotions on defense:

(s)

(v

Rifle corps and rifle divisions are assigned dotcau zones
{poious o ) a8 follows: pifle ocorps ars amsigned defenso
areas (rayom ado ) up %o 20-25 km, rifle divisions )
123-1% Xm) ifle e ts are assigned defense sectors (wehastek
obereny) wp %o six im, and rifle battciions up to thres km,

Every organiged defemse ix modern warfare must e oriested in °
Sudh & way &t % bhe prepared tc wishatand any and all of the
following attacks: ,

(1) Attacks from amy dire tiox.

(3) Task avtasks,

$5) Aherial. atiaska,

&l) uﬁom m-.m vy pu-mhm J.nu.u forees. . A
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” (e) Th'é'responsibility ‘ror'orga.nizg.tion of defense rests with the
. respective comnding officer. '

(d) ‘The dafense position of a rifle division is composed of %Lwo
detense zomes (oboronitel'nykh polos):

(1) A first defenss zone with a high density of machime gun fire,
iT artillery pleced on the flanks and Jolnts, and switoh
adtillery positicns (otsechnykh artilleriyskikh positsiy) |
composed of groups of divisional-towed and gself-propelled
artillery. In exceptional cases tanks burled in the round
[ be used as artillery pleces.

(2) L second defenze zone composed of two or three lines of
infantry trencnes, barbed wire entanglements, mine-fields
and AT trenches. :

(3) 7The depth between the firs$ and the second defense zone
for a division is about 10-12 km. 'Two rifle regiments are
normally located in the first, and ome rifle regiment,
representing the divisional reserve, in tke sesend zone.

(e) A successful defense depends conelderably on fortification of
positions, proper organization of & centrslized cormand leader-
ship, developed reconaaissance network, and the comba? readiness
of all fire-arms. . -

28, The PU-48 manual gives the following details in regard to situation
naps:

(a) Regeardless of his rank and position, every commander must malntain
a situation map. R

(b) Order of battle information on such maps = .= made in %the
. followning way. 3

(1) All enemy units sre presented in blu2; Soviet units, except
artillery and CW units, in 2%d; black is used for the 3oviet
artillery wnits. CW units are-marksd in black with a
yellov frame or yellow hatches., All writings on the map .
are done from left to right. -

{ej In additioa te woriking maps, referénee maps {otchetnmaya karta)
have to be maiatained in every headquarters,  Oa those maps all
shanges occurring im the battle situation are recorded.

(4) Mape contairing inforaction om the ordsr of battle are classified
secret; they wust be reglutered znd handled as any other seuret
military document. .

-end-
FNCLOSHRE : iA;; Sketan howiag FU=42 (cgbat FPermatlens Wit and
- (B}: ovedlay Map of CortaiFuvers, 1§ 100,000,

en ¥2loh 15 siown the depleyment of a rein-
sk ex a fersiflsd posltica,
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1, 2,73, "Infentry regiments - )
4, REgINestal Artilledy Growp; ssgth Arbd Regiment
5. RQSheﬂﬂ&;_Artiliery Growp, 128 APt Regimaat
6. 1Tth:Nkavy Tank and Self-propelled Regiment
;; 9320d Separats AAA Battalion -
. Divisional Artillery Group, 35th Fisld Art Brigade
9. 64tk Separate AT Battalion
10, 8 1 battalion
I1. 498th Corps AAA Regiment
12. S57th Gda Rifle Division
33. 39tk Gds Rifle Div, 28th Gds Rifle Corps and 31st Gds Rifle Div,
o 19tk Gds Rifle Corps
18, 21st Meos Division
15, Field art maintemance shcp and field sutomotive maintsnande shep
16, Rear services
1T, Pirst objective
10, Second cbJestive
19. ZEnexy art battalion, 105 mm
20. gw % battalion, 155 mm

Ny (]
R2. Inemy ixfantry wp to regimental strenrgth
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